
but he also appeared in and 

produced the follow on Mac-

Gyver movies.   

In 1995 Anderson played the 

lead role in a short lived TV 

show called Legend. In it he 

plays a writer forced to por-

tray a charter he writes about 

in the old west. Him and his 

co-star, John De lancie, be-

came close friends.  

In 1997 Anderson landed the 

role of a life-time in the TV 

show Stargate as Jack O’Neill. 

He played this part until 2005 

at which time his charter left 

the “field” to be promoted to 

base commander and to Gen-

eral. At this time Anderson 

focused on being a show 

produced and his also spent 

more time with his daughter.  

His daughter was born on 

August 2, 1998 and the moth-

er is Apryl Prose.  

Anderson’s career has cov-

ered many different areas 

ranging from Sci-fi to comedy. 

Anderson has shown that he 

can work in many fields and 

still give a great accounting of 

himself.   

For this month’s desk top I 

decided to do a bio on Rich-

ard Dean Anderson. The 

reason for this is clear in 

holding with the fact that 

Shore Leave is just around 

the corner and he is the chief 

star. The information I am 

using came from the Richard 

Dean Anderson website, 

IMDb and Wikipedia.  

Anderson was born on Janu-

ary 23 1950, in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. His father was a 

high school teacher and his 

mother was an artist. She 

worked with painting and 

sculpturing. He was the old-

est of three brothers. In high 

school Anderson wanted to 

be a professional hockey 

player but after breaking both 

of his arms in two different 

accidents he changed his 

mind.  

Anderson attended both St. 

Cloud State University and at 

Ohio University and he stud-

ied drama but he left before 

graduating. He moved out to 

California. He worked at 

many different jobs these 

ranged from being a street 

mime to doing parts at Pil-

grimage Theatre. He also 

worked at Marineland; he did 

several different things includ-

ing work with an orca. He 

would hold a fish in his mouth 

and the killer whale would 

jump out of the water and 

take it from him.  

Anderson got his “Big Break” 

in 1976 when he got the part 

of Jeff Webber on General 

Hospital. He worked on Gen-

eral Hospital for five years. 

He then started doing guest 

roles on many different 

shows: to include Love Boat, 

Facts of Life, and several oth-

ers. He also appeared on the 

short lived TV shows Seven 

Brides for Seven brothers and 

Emerald Point. 

In 1985 Anderson got the 

role that would make him 

famous: he got the lead in the 

TV show MacGyver. Mac-

Gyver ran for seven years 

and was very popular. Mac-

Gyver did not use guns but 

he would use a Swiss army 

knife and make almost any-

thing. Being the title charter 

he appeared in every episode 
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to the chemical compound 

potassium nitrate. 

It is important to note that 

gunpowder was then used not 

as the scaring tactic that it 

began as, but as a weapon to 

inflict damage upon another.  

Marco Polo brought fireworks 

from the Orient in 1292.  The 

Italians were fascinated by 

them and during the Renais-

sance period developed them 

more into a true art form. 

They modified military rockets 

to include metals and charcoal 

to produce sparks of gold and 

silver as well as canisters that 

would exploded after launched 

into an aerial display. Still the 

best showing were fireworks 

that detonated closer to the 

ground. The displays were eye 

catching, making them desira-

ble. Nobility saw no better way 

to display their wealth and 

power than to have fireworks 

at their festivities.  In the mid 

1700s, firework shows in Eng-

land moved from just a private 

entertainment of the royalty to 

huge public displays.  

Settlers to the Americas in the 

1600s brought fireworks so 

special occasions could be 

celebrated. The first 4th of July 

was celebrated in 1777, one 

year after the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence 

and during the war against 

Great Britain. The outcome of 

the war was still uncertain but 

the showy displays bolstered 

the peoples. 

Today, everyone has access to 

fireworks. The argument in 

various locations across the 

planet is whether or not this is 

safe. Pyrotechnic displays come 

with risks. Anytime one creates 

an explosion, the potential for 

Greetings fellow crew mem-

bers. This month I would like 

to touch on fireworks. Humans 

delight in the illumination pro-

vided by these devices, espe-

cially around particular holidays 

celebrated.  

The history of fireworks  pre-

dates the invention of gunpow-

der and can be traced back 

thousands of years to China. It 

is believed that green chunks of 

bamboo would be tossed into a 

fire. Because bamboo grows 

rapidly, air pockets form inside 

the reeds. The trapped air 

would heat and expand, causing 

the reeds to explode with a 

loud “bam”. It scared animals 

away and the Chinese figured if 

it did that it might also scare 

away the “evil spirits” so it was 

used in festivals such as wed-

dings, New Year celebrations, 

and coronations. They called it 

pao chuk, or bursting bamboo. 

Also before the invention of 

gunpowder, early chemists 

mixed sulfurous mixtures in an 

effort to produce an elixir of 

life. As any good scientist 

knows, this sometimes results 

in other products being creat-

ed, in this case a pyrotechnic 

composition sometimes result-

ed.  Gunpowder was created. 

Over time chemists discovered 

key points that created the 

explosive firecracker such as 

saltpeter is rich in oxygen , 

which released as it burned and 

that more saltpeter added to 

the mixture made it burn fast-

er. This made for a more pow-

erful and audible explosion. If 

placed in a container with an 

open end, the burning powder 

created a brilliant eruption of 

flame, sparks and smoke out of 

the open end.  What is saltpe-

ter you ask? It typically refers 

injury or damage exists. The 

three types of fireworks that 

cause the most injuries are 

firecrackers, rockets and spar-

klers. Burns are one of the 

most prevalent injuries to oc-

cur. There is no age limit on 

the recipient of these burns. 

Extremities can be lost – such 

as fingers. Misuse is a common 

reason for the injuries. People 

who are intoxicated may point 

them at other people.  

Safety first. There are many 

tips to remain intact and not 

need to visit sick bay. 

Procure your fireworks from 

legal and reliable dealers. This 

minimizes the risk of prema-

ture detonation and personal 

bodily injury. 

Always follow the instructions 

on the package. Be familiar 

with the product.  

Use only in an open area. This 

means inside the USS Susqua-

hannock is NOT the place you 

wish to set them off. You will 

end up on report at minimum, 

in the brig on severe charges 

most likely.   

Once you light the fuse, get 

away.  

Be sure to have water handy. 

Be prepared to extinguish po-

tential hazards such as a “dud” 

device (one that does not pro-

duce the show desired) or any 

smoldering debris.  And be 

sure to clean up after you are 

done with the show. 

(Visit www.pyrouniverse.com 

to learn more about fireworks) 

That is all for this briefing. 

T’Qeyla 
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Open Hailing Frequency open: 
  
Attention: the crew of the US S Susquehannock 

To the Spot Is Hot Fan Club: 
Bunky- Born July 7, 2001 

             Died July 8, 2014 

He was 13 years old. 
He was Kala’s best friend, and his son in all ways. I will miss him. I got him cremated. He will be with me for-
ever. He left here to be with his sister Moose in Stovocord. 
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